Endotoxin tolerance: A review.
Endotoxin tolerance was initially described when it was observed that animals survived a lethal dose of bacterial endotoxin if they had been previously treated with a sublethal injection. In animal models, two phases of endotoxin tolerance are described, an early phase associated with altered cellular activation and a late phase associated with the development of specific antibodies against the polysaccharide side chain of Gram-negative organisms. Recently, there has been a tremendous resurgence of interest in the mechanisms responsible for altered responsiveness to bacterial endotoxin. Host immune cells, particularly macrophages and monocytes, that are exposed to endotoxin for 3 to 24 hrs are rendered "tolerant" and manifest a profoundly altered response when rechallenged with bacterial endotoxin or lipopolysaccharide. The "lipopolysaccharide-tolerant" phenotype is characterized by inhibition of lipopolysaccharide-stimulated tumor necrosis factor production, altered interleukin-1 and interleukin-6 release, enhanced cyclooxygenase-2 activation, inhibition of mitogen-activated protein kinase activation, and impaired nuclear factor-kappaB translocation. Human monocytes and macrophages can be induced to become tolerant, and there is increasing evidence that monocytic cells from patients with systemic inflammatory response syndrome and sepsis have many characteristics of endotoxin tolerance.